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I.  Youth Representation


For the purpose of representing all students enrolled in secondary schools in Anne Arundel Arundel County, we support:

A. Election of the Anne Arundel County Student Member On the Board (SMOB) of education by CRASC.

B. Full voting rights for the SMOB.

C. Appointment of students to Anne Arundel; County Board of Education and school advisory committees (i.e., School Improvement Teams, PTSO/PTA, CAC, Finance Committee, Principal’s Advisory Committee, Superintendent’s Teen Advisory Council, etc.)  to ensure communication with educational policy makers regarding issues and concerns that affect students.

D. Establishment of student government associations in schools where they do not exist.

E. Policies that prevent students form being penalized when absent from schools for school approved activities.

F. Providing students opportunities to speak out about issues that directly affect them and participate in the decision making process.

II. Peer Leadership

We support:

A. Maximizing the use of peer leadership in student organizations.

B. Establishing peer counseling, peer mediation, peer helper programs, and peer-tutoring programs in all schools.

C. Youth led school and community service initiatives.

III. Education

We support:

A. High Standards of learning across the curriculum for all students.

B. Development of diversity within current curriculum to enrich all areas of study and the variety of student interest.

C. Maximizing the variety of co-curricular and extra-curricular activities offered at all schools.

D. The weighted grading policy.

E. The established 2.0 eligibility requirement for participation in all extra-curricular activities, including sports teams, debate club, SGA, clubs, etc.

F. Strategic implementation of the Service Learning model into the curriculum.  Service Learning hours should be structured into the curriculum in ways applicable to the academic course and/or to real life situations.  Service Learning should enrich a student’s understanding of their community and environment.  Students should also receive recognition of out of school service learning hours towards a student's graduation requirements.  Likewise, students should also be notified with the number of service learning hours are still needed as well as when full completion of hours is reached.

G. School based programs that encourage civic participation.

H. Initiatives which encourage individuals to become teachers in Anne Arundel County and across the state of Maryland.

I. Improved teacher training and other measures that improve quality instruction for students.

J. Teachers providing instruction only in subjects for which they are qualified.

K. Reduction of class sizes.

L. Programs that promote parental and community involvement in students and schools.

M. Initiatives to encourage students to stay in school and receive the fullest education possible

N. The availability of tutoring for all students.

O. The Functional Life Skills Program and the inclusion of these said Functional Life Skills students in extracurricular activities.

P. Changes to the current senior recognition policy to expand those recognized academically and to base the recognition on set standards as opposed to severe competition between students

Q. The establishment of organizations that encourage students to excel in school and in their communities (i.e. National Honor Society,……).

We oppose:

A. Mandating district-wide public school uniforms that do not reflect the wishes and consensus of the individual school community.

IV.  Health Issues

We support:

A. Availability and implementation of health services to students for confidential counseling, educational, and preventive measures.

B. Compliance and continued education of existing laws and Anne Arundel County Board of Education policies which prohibit substance abuse (drugs, alcohol, etc.) by all students and all people on school properties, as well as school related functions.

C. Programs through the Anne Arundel County Department of Health and other efforts to eliminate student use and abuse of tobacco, alcohol, and other drugs such as “Smoking Stinks.”   We further support full and effective implementation of Drug Education classes that educate students on types, uses and dangers of drugs.

D. Full and effective implementation of Family Life, Human Sexuality, Family Planning, Health courses in all Anne Arundel County schools.  We believe in sexuality education that is abstinence based not abstinence only.

E.  The continuation of AIDS education within the curriculum.

F. Drunk Driving Prevention

1. Information about the dangers of driving while under the influence of alcohol and/or other drugs.

2. The strict enforcement of alcohol and/or other drug laws.

3. The implementation of harsher penalties for drunk drivers.

V. Environment and Community

We support:

A. The creation of an environmentally sound schools by

1. The promotion, enforcement and continuation of comprehensive recycling programs in all Anne Arundel County schools and implementation in schools that do not currently have a recycling program.

2. Mandatory scheduled testing on school property for radon, air quality, water quality, asbestos, and lead in schools.

3. Minimization of waste products in all schools.

B. Efforts to increase awareness about issues concerning the environment and community through the Service Learning program.

C. Student participation in environmental and community based programs.

D. The inclusion of awareness of environmental and community based issues through the school system.

E. Promoting interaction between a wide range of students of different backgrounds in order to improve tolerance and relationships between students and community outreach programs that promote the interaction, tolerance and creation of relationships.

VI.  School Safety and Discipline

We support:

A. Protective measures against school violence, vandalism, harassment, and bullying among students in every medium where it is possible.

B. Study and implementation of methods to prevent school violence, vandalism and all types of harassment and bullying.

C. The use of mediation programs in schools to reduce and prevent violence.

D. Early intervention and prevention programs to help students with behavioral problems.

E. The use of the Positive Behavior Intervention System (PBIS) in the intervention and prevention of school violence.

F. Parental involvement in a student’s disciplinary procedures.

G. Schools taking a pro-active as opposed to a reactive stance on gun violence.

H. Programs that are aimed directly at discouraging gun violence.

I. The presence of School Resource Officers (SRO’s) and other security and student advocates in all schools.

J. Mandatory advisory class time to educate and inform students of the county Code of Conduct, student rights and responsibilities and the consequences for violations of the Code of Conduct.

K. The appropriate disciplinary actions taken towards students that commit behavior that put themselves or other students in danger that take place in school or off school property that violate current laws and regulations for not only the county but also the Student Code of Conduct.

L. The use of in school suspension and Alternative Learning Programs (ALP) for the intervention of school violence. 

VII.  Student Rights and Responsibilities

We support:

A. Education of student rights and responsibilities through the Anne Arundel Schools Code of Student Conduct.

B. Student access to fair hearings and due process under the law.

C. Student rights to possess cellular telephones during school hours as long as they are out of sight and do not disrupt classroom activities. 

VIII.  Funding

We support:

A. Federal, state, and county funding for all student programs.

B. Adequate funding for different student programs within Anne Arundel County Public Schools.

C. Equally dividing any surplus funds among all schools for student programs.

We oppose:

A. Any program that would use public money to fund private schools education except in the case of special education purposes.

